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U.S. Aide 

Is Killed 
In Greece 

From News Dispatches - ' 

ATHENS, Dec. 23— Richard 
S. Welch, special assistant to 
the U.S. ambassador to 
Greece, was shot to death 
outside his suburban home 
here tonight, a U.S. embassy 
spokesman said. 

Welch’s name was among 
seven on a list of alleged U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency 
agents working in Greece 
published recently by the 
English-language daily 
Athens News. 

A police spokesman said 
Welch, 46, a first secretary at 
the embassy, was shot in front 
of his villa in the fashionable 
suburb, of Palaion Psyhiko, 
about eight miles from the 
Greek capital. 

' Three masked gunmen drew 
up in a car, one got out and 
shot Welch three times. He 
died soon after he was rushed 
to a hospital, the police 
spokesman said. 

- (According to intelligence 
sources in Washington Welch 
was CIA chief of station in 
Athens at the time of his 
murder. A CIA spokesman in 
Washington, asked about 
Welch's alleged undercover 
activities, . replied: “The 
agency does not confirm 
employment, either past or 
present. It never has arid 
never will.” A State Depar-> 
tmenl spokesman said he did 
not know if Welch worked for 
the CIA.), 

Welch and his wife Kiki 
were apparently returning to 
their residence from a 
Christmas party given by U.S. 
Ambassador Jack B. Kubisch* 
for hundreds of Greek and' 
American guests. Mrs. Welch 
was reportedly unhurt in the 
shooting incident. * ; 

Welch was a career - 
diplomat with previous 
overseas service at the U.S. 
embassies in Peru ' 
Guatemala and Cyprus. * - 

A 1951 graduate of Harvard, 
he spent nine years as an 
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economic analyst for the 
Department of the Army 
before entering the Foreign 
Service in 1960. He was 1 
assigned to the embassy here 
about five months ago. 

When it published the names 
of alleged CIA agents, the 
Athens Daily News said it had 
received the list from an 
organization* calling itself 
“The Committee of Greeks 
and Greek-Americans.” 

The committee said in a 
t letter that Welch’s job was “to 
see that the government of i 
1 Premier Constantine 
Karamanlis does not get out of 
control.” It did not say how • 
s Welch did this. ] 

A few days later another : 
previously unknown 
organization calling itself 
“The Committee to Keep 


Greece Greek” sent the 
Athens News a letter naming 
10 alleged agents of the Soviet 
KGB, or secret police, j 
working in Greece. 

The News refused to publish 
the KGB list but foreign news i 
agencies received a copy of it 
and published the story. 

There has been some anti- 
American feeling in Greece, 
stemming from belief in some 
quarters that the United .• 
States supported the Turks in 
their invasion of Cyprus last 
year. Many Greeks also 
believe Washington propped 
up the military junta that; 
ruled Greece for seven years : 
before the Cyprus crisis. 

Diplomat’s Death ; 
Laid to Publicity ' 

While President Ford ex- 
pressed his shock and sorrow; 



/ at the murder in Athens of Ul . 
S. diplomat Richard S. Welch, : 
a former CIA official said that 
such tragedies become 
“inevitable” because of 
recent exposures of CIA 
. personnel. 1 

David Phillips, president of • 

. the Association of Retired 
Intelligence Officers and a 
close personal friend of Welch 
said in Washington yesterday 

* that his organization for 
several months “has ex- 
pressed its concern for a 
number of American foreign 
service officers abroad • 

7 because of their identification ; 
: as CIA officers by a small 

* group of ex-intelligence people , 
who have been engaged in i a ; 

t program of exposing in- 
telligence officers.” < 

? Phillips, who retired from 
the CIA in May of this year, *• 

* identified Philip Agee, 
another former CIA em- 
ployee, . as the main 

“protagonist” in the effort to 
: identify CIA agents abroad. In 
a recent book Agee named 
more than a hundred CIA 
agents, beth Americans and 
others of foreign nationalities. - 
Phillips said “our 
association believes that the 
murder of Welch in Athens - 
represents the tragic kind of 
occurrence which becomes 
inevitable” through the 
practice of identifying CIA 
agents as practiced by Agee. 

President Ford, vacationing 
in Vail, Colo., said he was 
“shocked and horrified by the 
terrorist murder” of Welch, 
The President said 

tl the hearts of Americans 
go out to his family in 
. sympathy and in gratitude.’ * 


25 YEAR RE-REVIEW 
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THE MURDER OF Richard S. Welch, CIA station 

d sclo in wa ! the enlirc, y Predictable result of the 

discloiuie tactics chosen by certain American critics of 

38 part of their e «ort to destroy it. His was 
■ the names published in a periodical called 
«»« book, former CIA officer Philip Ag« 
,so named names. Precisely because those using 
these tactics include experienced former CIA men they 

Ridiard e w ( .-r S,t '°'] t °! Cn6w t,lat public identification of 
4 1 Mm Tim • ntam0Unt 10 an °P en invitation to 
h ?u T , * urpnse ls 1101 that this happened to him 
Thvn hCr ? a t ,l had n0t ha PP ene d previously to others’ - 
i? ai * lone of the cities pulled the trigger is meaningless’ 
here a re enough potential killers at large around t£ 
•world (o spare the critics that chore. 

rT A If - a ‘ lV ? e iS , tablame ,or Mr - Welch's death, it is the 
£5’ ^? !a u ned T,m Butz of Fiftb Estate, the group here 
that, publishes tounler-Spy. “We don't want to see 
anyone shot. One can understand why Mr. Butz does not 

tfie h h ? a n kn °' Vi ? dg M l ! 1a [ bis grou P set Ml ’. Welch up for 
kiL V, G n ? dotlbl believes every word he savs To 
f, a ‘ e tbe VK:l,ni for lhe murder, however, is simply to 
- one s own responsibility for contributing to it What 
other result than killing did Mr. Bu tz and his colleagues 


expect when they fingered Mr. Welch? Theironies are ■' 

adoDtfne™'/? ' Here . ar , e some American foes of the CIA ' 
t l . g . * morality and even abetting the ■ 
technique-indirect assassination-which they have so 
often described as characteristic of the agency itself 

vir uollv r Cnt f 1CS °! l !‘ e ? A ernploying a disclosure tactic 
\ a tuallv certain to lead to assassination, just as the rest > 

of the country comes to the view, which the govemmem ; 
has already formally embraced, that assassination is an 
unacceptable abuse of power. 1S an ; 

ovei- Um'vea!^' n®:? 1 '} has a good deal to account for ’ 

accounting in the'^ Static" ■' 

society : according to intefna] and congressim a! ' 

Z°-Sh/ rCV i eVV ' Tbat review n«ust, of course go 
on- w.th due vigilance against such perils lo individuals “ 

«anv oPtli^CTV^nq't dl amauzcd AUiens. To'thinlf (hat 

for evSn i„ A f i St T cesses institute a moral license ' 
0F , gdl Punishment of its employees is i«.ci 

™f Ktchartl Welch, after all, was not Se ten, i 

rioinTlhs death!' 6 " CCll5< '' 1 ” f We I 
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NEW YORK TIMES 


GREEK GROUP SAYS ] 
IT KI LLED CIA . MAN 

> ATHENS, Dec. 28 (Reuters)— 
A secret political group said to- 
day it assassinated Richard S. 
Welch, chief agent in Greece 
for the Central Intelligence 
Agency, to demonstrate that' 
the Greek Government and ar- 
my were under the control of 
United States imperialism. 

Greek police officials said 
the group's statement, sent to 
foreign news agencies, could 
provide new clues for detectives 
; investigating the Athens minder 
' last Tuesday. 

Mr. Welch, 46 years old, first 
secretary at the United Statc§_ 
Embassy, was acknowledged— 
‘ by the White House as an oper- 
ative of the C.I.A. He was 
gunned down by three masked 
men as he returned home from 
a Christmas party. The killers 
escaped. 

The two-page statement was 
distributed for the "organiza- 
tion of 17 November,” named 
after the 1973 student revolt on 
that date against the former 
military regime, • 


Approved For Release 2010/05/20 : CIA-RDP80M00165A001700040056-2 



Jjjfc* 


Approved For Release 2010/05/20 : CIA-RDP80M00165A001 700040056-2 


WASHINGTON POST 1 


2 8 DEC 


Fears for Ollier Agents Lives - 


By Lou Cannon 

Washington Post Staff Writer 


VAIL, Colo., Dec. | 
27— P resident Ford believes } 
the murder of Central » 
Intelligence Agency station: 
chief Richard S. Welch in-) 

• Athens this week is partly the . 

result of publication of* 
Welch’s name as a CIA agent 
shortly before he was killed. 
White House press secretary; 
Ron Nessen said today. ~ 

Nessen also said the 
' President is concerned about 
the lives 0 / other agents \ 
“whose cover may have 
*' been blown.” 

The press secretary made 
these comments while an-' 
swering reporters’ questions 
soon after an announcement 
that the President has waived 
various restrictions so Welch ■ 

; can be 'buried in Arlington 
National Cemetery Friday. 

Nessen announced that a • 
government plane will be sent 
to Providence. R.L. to bring : 
Welch's mother, sister, and 
brother to the funeral. He said •* 

* both of these measures had 

■ been recommended by 
Democratic Sens. Claiborne 5 
Pell of Rhode Island and Gary • 
Hart of Colorado. 

The President, as quoted by 
Nessen, said the reason he 
waived the military rcstric- ' 
lions on burial at Arlington 
was that Welch “certainly . 
died in the service of his * 
country.” 

Welch. 46. who ateo was 1 
special assistant to the U.S. 
ambassador to Greece, was 
shot by three masked gunmen ' 
outside his suburban Athens ■ 
home Tuesday after an ' 
American embassy Christinas 
party. 

He had been identified as a J 
CIA agent in a Washington- : 
based publication. Coun- 
terspy, which is critical of- 
TJ.S. intelligence activities. ; 
and also in the English- 
language Athens Daily News. 

Nessen declined to single 
out any publication in* his. 


briefing but both Counterspy: 
and the Athens newspaper 
were mentioned in questions 
by reporters. When Nessen 
was asked if Mr. Ford thought 
the publication of Welch’s- 
.name was responsible for his, 
death, he answered: 1 “Partly: 
responsible, ves.” ./ 

^ Nessen said in response to a* 
question about congressional 
responsibility for Welch’s 
death that he “did not mean 
for a minute to imply’* 
Congress had any respond 
sibilitv in the matter. But he 
said Mr. Ford “emphatically” 
is concerned that publication 
of other names will put the 
, lives of other CIA agents in 
jeopardy. ’ **- 

“During various, 

negotiations and discussions 
with committees on the. Hill 
which wanted to reveal’ 
names, I think the White 1 
House made very clear, and so* 
did Secretary (of State Henry 
A.) Kissinger and (CIA ; 
Director) Bill Colby, that the 
publication of agents’ names, 
could jeopardize their lives,”, 
Nessen said. - 

Nessen was asked about- 
progress Mr. Ford is making 
on his plan to make some 
changes in the CIA and other.; 
intelligence agencies. .< 

Hesaid that before Mr. Ford 
left Washington Tuesday for 
his eight-day skiing vacation, 
his staff gave the President “a 
very large book” of recom- 
mendations. Mr. Ford ''is 
studying it and is moving- 
toward decisions, Nessen said. 

- On another matter, Nessen 
announced President Ford 
will speak Jan. 5 to a national 
convention of the American 
Farm Bureau Federation in. 
St. Louis. 
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elcli Death to Reports 


IS1£)Vm TorJmze 


X . ByDuskoDoder 

W V-'.; iWa^hinufon pov Foreign Service 


ATHENS, Dec. 27— The 
Greek government t<^day„, 
•imposed a news blackout onl 
the assassination of Robert 
Welch, the senior Central 
Intelligence Agency official in 
Greece, in a move suggesting 
growing official sensitivity 
.about the incident. 

The action, relayed by the 
Athens, public prosecutor, to' 
the Greek media, prohibits* 
publication here of any in -1 
formation surrounding the* 
case. The ban does not affect' 
foreign correspondents,, 
however. 

Welch's slaying continued to * 
dominate public discussion 
here, and today's afternoon 
press was filled . with 
speculation about the at- 
tackers' identity and their - 
possible motives. The ban. the 
first instance of censorship 
since the restoration of . 
democracy in Greece 18 ’ 
months ago. was issued after * 
the afternoon papers reached 
newsstands. 

The government’s move 
comes in the wake of 
widespread speculation here 
that ihe assassination was ; 
organized by extremist groups ♦ 
in an effort to embarrass ‘ 
premier Constantine • 
Kara mantis. * 

Police are reported to have 1 
raided the homes of an un- < 
disclosed number of anar- J 
ehists, left-wing extremists * 
and Greek Cypriots living; 
here. The police drive’ 
reportedly has failed to turn* 
up any clues about the attack, j 


)ec. 27— The ** Welch! 46, station chief for} “V Anti-American feelings, and* 

ltnent t 6 day_, the CIA here, was one of the 1 specifically denunciations of 

s blackout 'oifj seven alleged CIA operatives' the CIA, have been stimulated 

on of Robert in Greece whose names,* by a steady stream of 

mior Central addresses and phone numbers- disclosures of CIA misdeeds in 

mey official in were published in the Athens- Washington. According to 

>ve suggesting press recently. Welch was : some political observers, the 

al sensitivity gunned down Tuesday night in .congressional investigations 

:lt - * 5 front of his suburban home by ' \of the agency have helped 

elayed by the three men in what observers* create a climate here in which 

prosecutor, to* have described as a* • ;lhe assassination of a CIA* 

dia, prohibits* “professional job;’ ■? station chief had become a< 

re ot any in- 1 * During the past two years a .desirable objective of some 

rounding the* number of U.S. embassy .extremist groups, 

loes not affect employees have been sub- V The Greek press has been at 

espondents,. jected to attacks such as car pains to suggest that th^ 

bombings. But no American murder was not committed by 

g continued to ‘ diplomat was hurt in these Greeks. Some newspapers^ 

ic discussion incidents," which reflected a have suggested that the ^ 

v’s afternoon tide of anti-American feelings ^assassination of Welch was 

filled . with grounded in the widespread , donc by The Turks, Greece $ > 

>out the at- conviction that the United : traditional enemy. Others said 

ty and their States, and the CIA in par- .Welch was a v j c ^ m 

.Theban, the ticular, had installed, sup- Teragency struggle. The Daily 

>f censorship. ported and maintained the Kathimermi strongly 

deration of ! military government that suggested that Welch had 

Greece 18 ruled Greece for seven years been assassinated by. 

5 issued after * until July 1974. *! Americans. ** 

ipers reached The CIA has been deeply! *; W 7 .elch had served in Athens 

involved in Greek affairs since in the 1930s, under a different 

lpnr , mnvp * the time of the Greek civil* cover - He *P ent tbe period of 

war. 11 helped establish the 1%0 ‘ 64 m c >’P rus and > before 

;n h ! a n ho i Greek intelligence agency,’ his alignment to Athens last- 

.uiduon lure- known ^ kyp -md tho in summer, he served H vears in** 

dilation was ; nown as d P, ana me in- I atin American countries 

-ernict nrminc ♦ timate contacts between the i^arin American countries. 

l ' two organizations were Greek government leaders, 

nnO»nt?.?o reported to have been the' including premier 

onstantme- principal channel of com- Karamanlis. have gone out of 

i munication between the two ’ lc r v y a - v tc ) ex P ress regrets 

oi ted to have governments during one ■ for Welch's death and it seems 

es of an un- . noriod of the military dir- unlikely that the relations 

jer of anar- J tatorshiphere between the two countries 

S extremists’ The CIA is also accused of wol,ld be affected by the in- : 

jnots living; helping to organize a coup in cldcnt - However, it has 

olice drive: j u jy ^974 against Cypriot focused public attention on the 

ailed to turn • President’ Makarios.* The C1A ' S lar 8 e Presence in- 

it the attack. , < subsequent Turkish invasion Greece and raised questions 

of Cyprus and Greece's': a,)out , . he fu ‘urc scope and 

inability to challenge it has form of itsoperations here. 

been a source of deep national ^he body of Welch is*, at an 

humiliation. American ' airbase near 

Athens, awaiting the arrival of 
his i9-year-old son. who will 
accompany the body to ‘ 
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Slain - Cl A'. Agent 


VAIL, Colo. (UPI) — 
President Ford yesterday 
authorized burial of Richard 
S. Welch in Arlington Na- 
tional Cemetery, and a 
spokesman said Ford be- 
lieves published reports 
identifying Welch as a CIA 
agent were “partly respond 
sible” for his assassination 
in Greece. * . 

Press Secretary Ronald 
Nessen, in disclosing Ford's 
decision, also said the 
President felt Welch was 
entitled to a burial at Ar- 
lington because “he cer- 
tainly died in the service of 
his country/ 1 

Nessen said that Ford 
feared other CIA agents, 
might be in danger if their 
“cover’' was disclosed in a 
similar way. 

Welch, 46, was slain by 
Greek terrorists last Tues- 
day as he was returning to 
his Athens home from a 
Christmas party. An 
English-language news- 
paper, the Athens News, 
and other publications had 
reported a short time earli- 
er that he was an agent of 
the Central Intelligence 
Agency, although he served 
officially as a special as- 
sistant at the U.S. Embas- 
sy.. 


ASKED IF Ford thought 
disclosure of Welch’s iden- / 
tity in the press was a cause 4 
of his death, Nessen said 
the President thought it 
was “partly responsible.” 
And, asked if Ford was 
. worried now about the safe-.; 
ty of other CIA agents who 
might find themselves in a.’ 
similar situation, he said, : 
“The answer is yes, em-3 
phatically — he does have * 
some concern.” : J 

Nessen said Welch would 
be buried next Friday at * 
Arlington and that. Ford 
had ordered a military jet ; 
to go to Providence, R.I.„to , 
bring Welch’s brothzr, sis- r 
ter and mother to the funer- 4 
al. 

He said Ford decided to*' 
waive restrictions limiting 
burial at Arlington to mili- • 
tary veterans and to pro- 4 
vide transportation for the 
Welch family at the request 
of Democratic Sens. Clai- ■: 
borne Pell of Rhode Island 
and Gary Hart of Colorado. 

Asked if Ford had taken 
any action to try to prevent . 

similar problems for other 
CIA agents, Nessen recall- 
ed that the President ob- 
jected when the' Senate ' 
Intelligence Committee de- 
cided to identify former 
CIA agents in its report on 
assassination plots against 
foreign leaders — but said 
he. did not mean to connect 
the committee’s action and 
Welch’s death. 
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IN RESPONSE to ques- 
tions, Nessen said Ford was 
. now studying “a large book 
of recommendations” from 
U.S. intelligence agencies 
to try to determine steps 
possible to make sure 
American agents do not 
again become involved in 
activities described by the 
Senate committee. 

Nessen said Ford re- 
ceived the material just be- 
fore leaving Washington for 
his holiday at Vail last 
Tuesday, and the President 
was moving toward adop- 
tion of his long-awaited 
proposals, but he could not 
say how soon they would be 
announced. 

As Nessen was meeting 
with reporters, Ford was 
heading for another round 
of skiing at the Rocky 
Mountain resort. New snow 
fell through the night and 
was still coming down 
heavily in late morning as 
the President set out, 
carrying his ski boots. 

Ford, who invited three 
members of the White 
House press corps to join 
him, arranged to ski for a 
couple of hours despite low 
‘ visibility in the falling 
snow. Asked if it would 
* make skiing harder, he 
said, “It sure will but it’s 
sure fun.” 

The President expressed 
delight over his skiing 
progress after sharing the 
. slopes Friday with mem- 
bers of the U.S. Olympic ski 
.team. He took a fall at one 
point. 

“It was really great ex- 
cept for that stupid fall,” 

Ford said later. “It was 
pure stupid carelessness.” . 

Nessen announced that 
the President will fly to St. 

Louis on Jan. 5 to deliver an 
address to the national con- ' 
vention of the American 
Farm Bureau Federation. 

“It is a speech in his role 
as president/’ Nessen said. 
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